
Playbook
As Little League players develop a lot of emphasis is placed on physical skills such as throwing 
hitting, catching, running the bases, pitching etc. Sometimes the mental and tactical side of the 
game is at best relegated to an after thought or forgotten completely. As players develop they 
need to understand what their role is on a play by play and situation by situation basis.

This section has been included in the coaches manual for two main reasons. 
1. It is to allow coaches to begin to introduce the aspect of baseball as a mental  game where 

players need to be aware of and understand the game situation and what their role is in the 
game for the next play, for the given defensive situation. 

2. It is to ensure that players understand that they are part of the game and are involved in 
every in every play. 

In	many	li)le	league	games	you	will	see	the	fielders	stood	around	as	if	they're	not	par8cipa8ng	
the	in	the	game	un8l	the	ball	gets	hit	toward	them	-	to	which	they	will	react.	As	players	begin	to	
understand	 that	 in	most	plays	 they	have	a	 role	 to	play	 they	will	 begin	 to	 study	and	 read	 the	
game	 they	 are	 in,	 in	 ways	 they	 previously	 have	 not.	 	 This	 is	 in	 contrast	 to	 what	 commonly	
happens,	 that	 ouAielders	 stand	 around,	 losing	 focus	 and	 interest	 in	 the	 game.	 The	 aim	 is	 to		
make	sure	they	are	baseball	ready	-	looking	to	make	plays	and	understanding	what	they	need	to	
do	if	(and	when)	the	opposi8on	do	get	a	hit!	
 
Baseball	defensive	strategy	has	more	to	it	than	where	to	posi8on	your	infielders	and	ouAielders.	
A	coach	knowing	strategies	for	defensive	situa8ons	is	key	to	proper	defense.	Posi8oning	fielders	
may	be	the	difference	between	an	out	and	a	RBI	triple.	 

More	 importantly	 teaching	 players	 the	 importance	 of	 knowing	 their	 role	 and	 defensive	
strategies	is	key	to	progressing	in	baseball	as	players	become	bigger,	stronger	and	more	skilled	
and	compe88on	becomes	more	intensive.	

Defensive	players	need	 to	 recognize	 situa8ons	 for	baseball	 relays	and	cutoffs,	be	quick	 to	get	
into	posi8on,	and	know	how	to	make	the	relay	throw.	

This	sec8on	includes	situa8ons	and	plays	that	players	will	encounter	in	almost	every	game.	It	is	
important	that	each	player	understands	that	when	they	are	fielding	that	when	the	ball	 is	hit	-	
they	will	almost	certainly	need	to	do	“something”.		

This	will	not	only	improve	a	teams	defensive	play	but	It	will	keep	players	“in	the	game”	thinking: 

• What	 is	 the	game	situa8on?	How	many	base	runners	do	we	have,	what	 is	 the	score,	what	
inning	are	we	in,	etc.	

• What	do	I	need	to	do	if	the	ball	comes	to	me?	
• What	do	I	need	to	do	if	the	ball	goes	somewhere	else?	
• Where	do	I	need	to	cover?	
• Am	I	the	cut	off	player?	
• Can	I	get	a	double	play	-	if	so	how?	
• Where	did	this	player	hit	the	ball	last	8me	-	where	do	they	like	to	hit	it?	



Relay Basics
Get Into Position.  
As	a	cut	off	man	work	to	move	your	feet	so	the	throw	you	are	receiving	comes	in	at	chest	height	
(its	 an	 easy	 height	 to	 handle).	 Try	 to	 play	 it	 to	 the	 leV	 side	 of	 your	 chest	 and	 get	 your	 feet	
moving	and	 inline	 to	 the	direc8on	you	are	going	 to	 throw.	Turn	 to	your	glove	side	and	 throw	
(you	create	more	momentum	and	have	less	movement).	This	ensures	the	quickest	and	strongest	
catch	and	release	possible.

Throw Low.  
When	 throws	are	made	 in	baseball	 relays	and	cutoffs,	 keep	 the	ball	down.	This	will	 allow	 for	
someone	else	to	cut	the	ball	if	needed	to	hold	a	runner	and	it	also	gets	your	target	quicker	with	
a	hop	or	two	than	sailing	a	high	rainbow.	

Get in Line.  
It	 is	 important	for	the	cut	off	men	to	be	in	a	straight	line	from	where	the	ball	 is	being	thrown	
from	and	where	it	is	eventually	going	to	go.  
The	quickest	path	between	two	points	is	a	straight	line,	also	if	the	ball	is	overthrown	the	ball	is	
going	in	the	correct	direc8on.	(Check	out	our	diagrams	of	baseball	relays	and	cutoffs	for	more	
on	posi8oning.)	

Stay in Fair Territory. 
Players	should	stay	in	fair	even	if	the	throw	is	coming	from	an	ouAielder	in	foul	territory.  
If	coming	down	the	leV	field	line,	this	is	important	because	you	want	your	throw	to	home	to	be	
on	the	 inside	of	 the	runner	so	 it	won’t	hit	him	 in	 the	back.	Remember,	 if	your	 throw	hits	 the	
runner,	the	ball	is	s8ll	live	and	the	runner	will	be	able	to	score. 
From	 the	 right	 field	 line,	 the	 throw	 coming	 from	 fair	 territory	 cuts	 down	 the	 angle	 that	 the	
catcher	has	to	take	his	eyes	away	from	the	runner	and	catch	the	ball.	The	further	the	ball	comes	
from	 foul	 territory	 the	more	 the	 catcher	 has	 to	 angle	 his	 body	 away	 from	 the	 base	 and	 the	
runner.	



1. Ground balls with bases empty
		
 

Groundball	to	2B:	Bases	empty

Catcher:	Cover	home	plate		

Pitcher:	Be	ready	to	receive	ball	to	end	play.	(in	the	
event	of	not	geYng	the	out	at	1B		

First	 baseman:	 Moves	 to	 first	 base	 with	 foot	 on	
base	-	looks	for	throw	from	2B	or	SS.	(Come	off	the	
base	if	you	have	to	in	event	of	bad	throw	from	2B	/	
SS)	

Second	 baseman:	 Field	 the	 ball	 throw	 it	 to	 first	
base.		

Shortstop:	If	the	ball	is	closer	to	SS	field	the	ball	&	
throw	to	1B.	Otherwise	Cover	second	base	in	case	
of	 a)empted	 run	 to	2nd	base	be	 ready	 for	 throw	
from	1st	baseman	or	2nd	baseman		

Third	baseman:	Cover	third	base.	

Le=	Fielder:	Be	ready	to	back	up	short	stop.	

Center	fielder:	Back	up	second	baseman	

Right	Fielder:	Cover	first	base
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Groundball	to	1B:	Bases	empty
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Catcher:	Cover	home	plate		

Pitcher:	Runs	to	cover	first	base	-	ready	to	receive	
the	ball	from	the	first	baseman	-	touches	first	base	
when	he	receives	the	ball.	

First	 baseman:	 Fields	 the	 grounder.	 Touches	 the	
plate	with	the	ball	ahead	of	the	runner	-	if	not	flips	
to	the	pitcher	covering	the	base.	

Second	baseman:	Covers	second	base.	

Shortstop:	Backup	any	throw	to	second	base.	

Third	baseman:	Cover	third	base.	

Le=	Fielder:	Back	up	throw	to	third	base.	

Center	fielder:	backup	any	bad	plays	or	 throws	to	
second	base.	

Right	Fielder:	Cover	first	base	for	bad	throw.



 

Catcher:	Cover	home	plate		

Pitcher:	Get	out	of	way	of	 throw	 from	3rd	base	
to	first	base.	

First	baseman:	Cover	third	base	

Second	baseman:	Cover	second	base	

Shortstop:	Back	up	third	baseman	

Third	 baseman:	 Field	 the	 ball	 -	 if	 play	 can	 be	
made	throw	to	first	base.	

Le=	Fielder:	Back	up	third	base.	

Center	fielder:	Be	ready	to	back	up	second	base	
(in	case	of	throw	to	second)	

Right	Fielder:	Backup	first	base

3B

SS 2B

1B
P

C

LF

CF

RF

Groundball	to	3B:	Bases	empty

Groundball	to	SS:	Bases	empty
Catcher:	Cover	home	plate		

Pitcher:	 Be	 ready	 to	 receive	 ball	 to	 end	 play.	 (in	
the	event	of	not	geYng	the	out	at	1B	

First	 baseman:	Moves	 to	 first	 base	with	 foot	 on	
base	-	 looks	for	throw	from	shortstop.	 (Come	off	
the	 base	 if	 you	 have	 to	 in	 event	 of	 bad	 throw	
from	shortstop)	

Second	 baseman:	 Cover	 second	 base.	 Be	 ready	
for	throw	from	first	base	or	right	fielder.		

Shortstop:	 Fields	 the	 grounder.	 Throws	 to	 first	
base.	

Third	baseman:	Cover	third	base.	

Le=	Fielder:	Back	up	right	fielder.	

Center	fielder:	Back	up	shortstop	

Right	Fielder:	Backup	first	base
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2. Ground balls with runners on base

 
Catcher: Cover home plate 

Pitcher: Runs to cover first base -  ready to receive 
the ball from the first or second baseman - touches 
first base when he receives the ball.

First baseman: Fields the grounder. If able touches 
1st base then throws to second base for the out. 
(calls “tag”) Or if unable - flips to the pitcher covering 
first base.

Second baseman: Cover second base. Be ready 
for throw from first baseman. Look to throw back to 
first base (pitcher) for the double play.

Shortstop: Cover second base

Third baseman: Cover third base.

Left Fielder: Back up the shortstop.

Center fielder: Back up the shortstop

Right Fielder: Cover first base
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1B
P

C
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Groundball	to	1B:		Runner	on	1st		or	runners	on	1st	&	3rd

Catcher:	Cover	home	plate		

Pitcher:	Be	ready	to	receive	ball	to	end	play.	(in	the	
event	of	not	geYng	the	out	at	1B		

First	 baseman:	 Covers	 the	 base,	 ready	 for	 throw	
from	2nd	baseman	 (if	 runner	on	1st	base	 is	off	 the	
base).	

Second	 baseman:	 Fields	 the	 ball.	 Flip	 to	 the	
shortstop.	If	the	shortstop	is	out	of	posi8on	throw	it	
to	first	base.		

Shortstop:	 Cover	 second	base	 for	 the	 flip	 from	 the	
second	baseman,	step	on	the	base	and	throw	to	first	
base	for	double	play	(if	less	than	two		outs)	

Third	 baseman:	 Cover	 short	 stop	 in	 case	 of	 bad	
throw	to	shortstop.	

Le=	Fielder:	Back	up	throw	to	shortstop.	

Center	fielder:	Back	up	the	right	fielder	

Right	Fielder:	Field	the	hit	and	throw	it	to	the	cutoff	
man	(the	shortstop).
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Groundball	to	2B:		Runner	on	1st		or	runners	on	1st	&	3rd



 

Catcher: Cover home plate 

Pitcher: Be ready to receive ball to end play. (in the 
event of not getting outs. 

First baseman: Moves to first base with foot on 
base - looks for throw from shortstop. (Come off the 
base if you have to in event of bad throw from 
shortstop)

Second baseman: Cover second base. Be ready 
for flip from shortstop. Be ready to throw to first base 
for double play

Shortstop: Fields the grounder. Either steps on 
second base and throw to first base for double play -
or - flips to second base - or - gets lead runner at 
third base.

Third baseman: Cover third base. Be ready for 
throw from shortstop

Left Fielder: Back up right fielder.

Center fielder: Back up shortstop

Right Fielder: Backup first base

Groundball to SS: Runner on 1st or runners on 1st & 2nd

3B

SS 2B

1B
P

C

LF

CF
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Catcher: Cover home plate 

Pitcher:

First baseman: Check that the batter touches first 
base and then cover the base inside. Be ready for 
throw from second base.

Second baseman: Backup shortstop. 

Shortstop: Cover second base for the throw from 
third baseman, step on the base and throw to first 
base (if less than two  outs)

Third baseman:  Field the ground ball and step on 
3rd base (if players on 1s & 2nd base. Throw to 
shortstop at second base.

Left Fielder: Back up third base.

Center fielder: Back up second base, be ready for 
bad throws.

Right Fielder: Backup second base, be ready for 
bad throws.

Groundball to 3B : Runner on 1st or runners on 1st & 2nd
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3. Single with bases empty
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Single to left: Bases Empty

Catcher:	 Cover	 first	 base	 in	 case	 the	 runner	
takes	a	too-wide	turn	

Pitcher:	Backup	and	throw	to	second	base.	

First	 baseman:	 Check	 that	 the	 ba)er	 touches	
first	base	and	then	back	up	the	incoming	throw	
to	second	base	

Second	baseman:	Cover	second	base.	

Shortstop:	 Pursue	 the	 ball;	 then	 line	 up	
between	the	leV	fielder	and	second	base	to	take	
the	cutoff	throw.	

Third	baseman:	Covers	third	base.	

Le=	 Fielder:	 Field	 the	 ball	 and	 throw	 it	 to	 the	
cutoff	 man	 (the	 shortstop.)	 If	 the	 shortstop	 is	
out	of	posi8on,	throw	to	second	base.	

Center	fielder:	Run	to	back	up	the	leV	fielder	

3B

SS 2B

1B
P

C

LF

CF

RF

Single to Center: Bases Empty

Catcher:	Cover	home	plate	

Pitcher:	 Stay	 near	 the	 mound	 and	 backup	 any	
throw	to	second	base.	

First	 baseman:	 Check	 that	 the	 ba)er	 touches	
first	base	and	then	cover	the	base	inside.	

Second	baseman:	Go	to	second	base	to	take	the	
throw.	

Shortstop:	 Go	 out	 to	 be	 the	 cut	 off	 man	 for	
second	base.	

Third	baseman:	Cover	third	base.	

Le=	Fielder:	Backup	the	center	fielder.	

Center	 fielder:	 Field	 the	 ball	 and	 throw	 it	 to	
second	base	or	the	cut	off	man	(shortstop)	

Right	Fielder:	Backup	the	center	fielder.
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Single	to	right:	Bases	Empty	

Catcher:	Cover	home	plate	

Pitcher:	 Follow	 the	 flight	 of	 the	 ball	 and	
decide	 where	 to	 backup	 (usually	 second	
base).	

First	baseman:	Check	that	the	ba)er	touches	
first	base	and	then	cover	the	base	inside.	

Second	 baseman:	 Pursue	 the	 ball	 then	 take	
the	 cutoff	 posi8on	 between	 the	 right	 fielder	
and	second	base.	

Shortstop:	Cover	second	base.	

Third	baseman:	Cover	third	base.	

Le=	Fielder:	Move	 toward	 the	 infield	 in	 case	
the	right	fielder	makes	a	bad	throw	to	second	
base.	

Center	 fielder:	 Field	 the	 ball	 and	 throw	 it	 to	
second	base	or	the	cut	off	man	(shortstop)	

Right	 Fielder:	 Field	 the	 hit	 and	 make	 the	
cutoff	 throw	 to	 the	 second	 baseman.	 If	 the	
second	basemen	 is	 out	 of	 posi8on,	 throw	 to	
shortstop	at	second	base	.



4. Single with runners on bases

 

Catcher:	Cover	home	plate	

Pitcher:	Follow	the	flight	of	the	ball	and	decide	
where	to	backup	(usually	third	base).	

First	 baseman:	 Check	 that	 the	 ba)er	 touches	
first	base	and	then	cover	the	base	inside.	

Second	baseman:	Cover	second	base.	

Shortstop:	 Lineup	between	the	 leV	fielder	and	
third	base,	for	the	cutoff	throw.	

Third	 baseman:	 Backup	 the	 shortstop	 (then	
cover	third	base	once	the	ball	is	caught).	

Le=	 Fielder:	Move	 toward	 the	 infield	 in	 case	
the	 right	fielder	makes	 a	bad	 throw	 to	 second	
base.	

Center	 fielder:	 	 Field	 the	 ball	 and	 throw	 it	 to	
the	 cutoff	man	 (shortstop).	 If	 the	 shortstop	 is	
out	of	posi8on	throw	it	to	third	base.	

Right	Fielder:	Move	toward	the	infield	to	field	
any	bad	throws.

3B
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1B
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Single	to	left:	Runner	on	first	-	or	-	Runners	on	first	and	third.

Catcher:	Cover	home	plate.  
Pitcher:	 Follow	 the	 flight	 of	 the	 ball	 and	
decide	 where	 to	 backup	 (usually	 third	
base).	 Be	 ready	 to	 receive	 the	 ball	 to	 end	
the	play.	

First	 baseman:	 Check	 that	 the	 ba)er	
touches	first	base	and	 then	cover	 the	base	
inside.	

Second	baseman:		Cover	second	base.	

Shortstop:	 Lineup	 between	 the	 leV	 fielder	
and	third	base,	for	the	cutoff	throw.	

Third	baseman:	Backup	the	shortstop	(then	
cover	third	base	once	the	ball	is	caught).	

Le=	Fielder:	Backup	the	center	fielder.	

Center	fielder:	Field	the	ball	and	throw	it	to	
the	cutoff	man	(shortstop).	 If	the	shortstop	
is	out	of	posi8on	throw	it	to	third	base.	

Right	Fielder:	Backup	the	center	fielder.	

Single	to	center:		Runner	on	1st		or	runners	on	1st	&	3rd
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 Single	to	right:	Runner	on	first	-	or	-	runners	on	first	and	

Catcher:	Cover	home	plate	

Pitcher:	Backup	third	base.	

First	 baseman:	 Check	 that	 the	 ba)er	 touches	
first	base	and	then	cover	the	base	inside.	

Second	baseman:	Cover	second.	

Shortstop:	 Lineup	 for	 the	 cutoff	 between	 the	
right	fielder	and	third	base.	

Third	baseman:	Cover	third	base.	

Le=	Fielder:	Backup	throw	to	third	base.	

Center	fielder:		Backup	the	right	fielder	

Right	 Fielder:	Field	 the	hit	 and	 throw	 it	 to	 the	
cutoff	man	(the	short	stop).

3B

SS 2B

1B
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Single to Left: Runner on 2nd, or runners on 1st & 2nd or bases 

Catcher: Cover home plate 

Pitcher: Backup and throw to home plate. 
Be ready to receive the ball to end the play

First baseman: Cover first base 

Second baseman: Cover second base.

Shortstop: Cover third base.

Third baseman: Take cut off position for a 
throw to home plate.

Left Fielder: Field the ball and throw it to the 
cutoff man (third baseman).

Center fielder: Back up the Left fielder.

Right Fielder: Back up any throw to second.

3B

SS 2B

1B
P

C

LF

CF

RF



 

Catcher: Cover home plate 

Pitcher: Backup the catcher at home plate.

First baseman: Cover first base 

Second baseman: Cover second base.

Shortstop: Take cut off position for a throw to 
third base.

Third baseman: Cover third base.

Left Fielder: Backup the center fielder and then 
become a quarterback… Tell the center fielder 
where the throw should be going. 

Center fielder: Field the hit, listen for the left or 
right fielders instructions, throw to one of the two 
cutoff men: the shortstop (if the play is at third 
base) or the first baseman (if the play is at home 
plate).

Right Fielder: Backup the center fielder and 
then become a quarterback. Tell the center 
fielder where the throw should be going.

3B

SS 2B

1B
P

C

LF

CF
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Single to Center: Runner on 2nd, or runners on 1st & 2nd or bases loaded

Catcher: Cover home plate 

Pitcher: Stand outside of the base paths between 
third and base and home plate, watch the play 
evolve, and back up the throw (usually to home 
plate.)

First baseman: Take the cutoff position for the 
throw to home plate.

Second baseman: Cover second base.

Shortstop: Take cut off position for a throw to 
third base.

Third baseman: Cover third base.

Left Fielder: Come toward third base in order to 
be able to backup at third - or - second base, 
depending on where the play is evolving.

Center fielder: Backup the right fielder and tell 

3B

SS 2B

1B
P
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LF

CF
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Single to Right: Runner on 2nd, or runners on 1st & 2nd or bases loaded



5. Double or Triple with bases empty

 Catcher: Cover home plate 

Pitcher: Backup third base

First baseman: Make sure the batter touches 
first base; then trail the runner to second 
base.

Second baseman: Go to the train position 
behind the shortstop, Stay near second base.

Shortstop: Take cut off position down the left 
field line.

Third baseman: Cover third base.

Left Fielder: Field the hit and make the cutoff 
throw to the shortstop.

Center fielder: Backup the left fielder.

Right Fielder: Backup any throw to second 
base. 

Double	possible	triple	down	the	left	field	line:	Bases	empty
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Catcher: Cover home plate 

Pitcher: Backup third base

First baseman: Make sure the batter touches 
first base; then trail the runner to second 
base.

Second baseman: Go to the train position 
behind the shortstop, Stay near second base.

Shortstop: Take cut off position down the left 
field line.

Third baseman: Cover third base.

Left Fielder: Field the hit and make the cutoff 
throw to the shortstop.

Center fielder: Backup the left fielder.

Right Fielder: Backup any throw to second 
base. 

3B
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Double	possible	triple	to	left	center	field:	Bases	empty



 

Catcher: Cover home plate 

Pitcher: Backup third base

First baseman: Make sure the batter touches 
first base; then trail the runner to second 
base.

Second baseman: Line up with third base 
and the center fielder for the cutoff throw.

Shortstop: Go to the trail position behind 
second base.

Third baseman: Cover third base.

Left Fielder: Backup any throw to third base.

Center fielder: Field the hit and make the 
cutoff throw to the second baseman.

3B

SS 2B

1B
P

C

LF
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Double	possible	triple	to	right	center	field:	Bases	empty

Catcher: Cover home plate 

Pitcher: Backup third base

First baseman: Make sure the batter touches 
first base; then trail the runner to second 
base.

Second baseman: Line up with third base 
and the right fielder for the cutoff throw.

Shortstop: Get to the trail position behind the 
second baseman.

Third baseman: Cover third base.

Left Fielder: Backup any throw to third base.

Center fielder: Backup the right fielder.

Right Fielder: Field the hit and then make the 
cutoff throw to the second baseman.

3B

SS 2B

1B
P

C

LF

CF

RF

Double	possible	triple	down	the	right	field	line:	Bases	empty



Catcher: Cover home plate 

Pitcher: Stand between home plate and third 
base (closer to home), watch the play evolve 
and backup the throw.

First baseman: Make sure the batter touches 
first base; then trail the runner to second 
base.

Second baseman: Get to the to the trail 
position behind the shortstop. Let the 
shortstop where to throw.

Shortstop: Line up between home plate and 
the left fielder for the cutoff throw.

Third baseman: Cover third base.

Left Fielder: Field the hit and make the cutoff 
throw to the shortstop.

Center fielder: Backup the left fielder.

Right Fielder: Backup any throw to second 
base. 
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Double possible triple to left field line: Runners on base



6. Double or Triple with runners on base
 
Double possible triple to right center field: Runners on base
Catcher: Cover home plate .

Pitcher: Stand between home plate and third 
base (closer to home), watch the play evolve 
and backup the throw.

First baseman: Take the cutoff position for a 
throw to the plate.

Second baseman: Line up with home plate 
and the fielder for the cutoff throw.

Shortstop: Get to the trail position behind the 
second baseman. Tell the second baseman 
where to make the throw.

Third baseman: Cover third base.

Left Fielder: Backup any throw to third base.

Center fielder: Field the hit and make the 
cutoff throw to the second baseman.

Right Fielder: Backup the center fielder. 
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Catcher: Cover home plate 

Pitcher: Stand outside of the base paths, 
watch the play evolve and back up the throw.

First baseman: Take the cutoff position for a 
throw to the plate.

Second baseman: Line up with third base 
and the right fielder for the cutoff throw.

Shortstop: Get to the trail position behind the 
second baseman.

Third baseman: Cover third base.

Left Fielder: Backup any throw to third base.

Center fielder: Backup the right fielder.

Right Fielder: Field the hit and then make the 
cutoff throw to the second baseman.

3B

SS 2B

1B
P

C

LF

CF

RF

Double possible triple down the right field line: Runners on base



 

Catcher: Cover home plate 

Pitcher: Stand between home plate and third 
base (closer to home), watch the play evolve 
and backup the throw.

First baseman: Take the cutoff position for a 
throw to the plate.

Second baseman: Go to the trail position 
behind the shortstop. Let the shortstop where to 
throw.

Shortstop: Line up with home plate and the 
fielder for the cutoff throw.

Third baseman: Cover third base.

Left Fielder: Backup the center fielder.

Center fielder: Field the hit and make the 
cutoff throw to the shortstop.

Right Fielder: Backup any throw to second 
base. 

Double possible triple down the right center field: Runners on base

3B

SS 2B

1B
P

C

LF

CF

RF

Catcher: Cover home plate 

Pitcher: Stand between home plate and third 
base (closer to home), watch the play evolve 
and backup the throw.

First baseman: Make sure the batter touches 
first base; then trail the runner to second base.

Second baseman: Get to the to the trail 
position behind the shortstop. Let the shortstop 
where to throw.

Shortstop: Line up between home plate and 
the left fielder for the cutoff throw.

Third baseman: Cover third base.

Left Fielder: Field the hit and make the cutoff 
throw to the shortstop.

Center fielder: Backup the left fielder.

Right Fielder: Backup any throw to second 
base. 

3B

SS 2B

1B
P

C

LF

CF

RF

Double possible triple down the field line: Runners on base



7. Pop Flys
 

Catcher: If the bases are empty, back up a 
possible throw to first base, otherwise cover 
home plate.

Pitcher: Call for a fielder if the ball is in the 
infield proper, if not cover first base

First baseman: Call for a catch if you feel 
you can make the play; however you must 
back off if the right fielder or the second 
baseman calls for the ball. 

Second baseman: Call for a catch. but back 
off if the right fielder calls you off.

Shortstop: Cover second base.

Third baseman: Cover third base.

Left Fielder: Back up any throw to third 
base.

Center fielder: Back up the right fielder

Right Fielder: Call for the catch if you feel 
you can make the play. All other fielders 
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Pop	fly	to	shallow	right	field	

Catcher: If the bases are empty, back up a 
possible throw to third base, otherwise cover 
home plate.

Pitcher: Call for a fielder if the ball is in the 
infield proper, if not cover third base

First baseman: Cover first base

Second baseman: Cover second base

Shortstop: Call for the ball if you think you 
can make the play. Give way if the left fielder 
calls for it.

Third baseman: Call for the catch if you feel 
you can make the play; however you must 
back off if the left fielder calls for the ball..

Left Fielder: Call for the catch if you feel you 
can make the play. All other fielders must yield 
to you.

Center fielder: Back up the left fielder

Right Fielder: Backup any throw to second 
base.

Pop	fly	to	shallow	left	field	
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Catcher: Cover home plate.

Pitcher: Direct the infielders. If the shortstop 
and second baseman both go for the ball, 
cover second base if the first baseman is 
unable to do so.

First baseman: Cover first base unless the 
shortstop and second baseman both go for the 
ball - then you must cover second.

Second baseman: Call for the ball if you think 
you can make the play. Back off if either the 
center fielder calls for it of if the short stop 
called for it before you do. Either you or the 
shortstop must retreat to cover second base.

Shortstop: Call for the ball if you think you 
can make the play. Give way if the center 
fielder calls for it or if the second baseman 
calls for it before you do. Either you or the 
second baseman must retreat to cover second 
base.

Third baseman: Cover third base.

Left Fielder: Backup center fielder

Center fielder: Call for the ball if you think you 
can make the play. All other fielders must yield 
to you.

Right Fielder: Backup center fielder.

Pop	fly	to	shallow	center	
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8. Passed Ball

Catcher: Retrieves pass ball.  Either makes 
play at home plate or throws to pitcher 
covering home plate

Pitcher: Covers plate, is ready to receive ball 
thrown from the catcher.

First baseman: Cover first base.

Second baseman: Cover second base.

Shortstop: Cover the pitcher for a bad / 
overthrow from catcher to pitcher.

Third baseman: Cover third base.

Left Fielder: Be prepared to cover third 
baseman

Center fielder: Be prepared to cover second 
baseman

Right Fielder: Back up the first baseman
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1B
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Passed Ball - Player in scoring position 2nd base and / or 3rd 

Catcher: Retrieves dropped third strike.  
Catcher tags the batter or throws to first 
base.

Pitcher: Assist catcher in locating the ball. 

First baseman: Cover the base inside be 
ready for throw from catcher

Second baseman: Cover second base.

Shortstop: 

Third baseman: Cover third base.

Left Fielder:

Center fielder:

Right Fielder: Back up the first baseman be 
ready for a bad / overthrow to first base. 

Dropped third strike: 1st base unoccupied or two outs

3B

SS 2B

1B
P

C

LF

CF

RF

9. Dropped 3rd Strike 


